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Our Mission 
 

   

 

  

 The mission of the  

Tibbits Opera Foundation & Arts Council  

is to engage all in the support of arts, culture 

and the preservation of  

the historic opera house. 

 

 The vision  

of the Tibbits Opera Foundation & Arts 

Council is to be a center of arts and culture. 

 

 
   



 

2 

President’s Message 

 

 

Dear Friends, Members, Volunteers and Staff: 

  

As president of the Tibbits Opera Foundation’s Board of Director’s, it is always a  

delight to speak to its members, however, I often feel that I am in the position of a  

minister speaking to the choir.  I recognize the care, consideration, love, and the time 

that you spend as members and friends of our Foundation.  I can list item by item the 

successes we’ve had through the years, and would only be reacquainting you with  

those experiences that you have enjoyed.   

 

We are a viable, energetic force in our community which at times struggles to pay our 

bills like most organizations of our type.  If you fairly examine our financial statement, 

you can see that we are viable, though dependent upon the generosity of our friends  

such as yourself to stay afloat.  You can see that we serve a broad community by  

providing a vast spectrum of entertainment options and bring substantial contributions  

to our greater Branch County community. 

 

As president, I hope to continue in the next year to move forward in those areas where 

we have been successful, and to reduce those areas where we have been less successful. 

 

We ask for your continued help, hope, and consideration.  We appreciate your energies, 

your attentiveness to our product, and multiple contributions, both financial and others 

that you make.  Thank you for a successful year. 

 

  

  

JR Colbeck, President 

Tibbits Opera Foundation and Arts Council, Inc.  
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In the past year we focused on changing and expanding. We sought new programming, 

added new events in the summer, and targeted new audiences. Some were more success-

ful than others. We focused on improving our marketing through better planning, more 

consistent messages, earlier notification, and more appealing visuals. We stepped up our 

social media. We continually sought ways to reach new audiences, grow our income, 

and strengthen our impact. We are not sitting still! 

  

I was reminded recently about just how impressive the facts are and admonished for not 

being bolder in sharing the story. So here are the facts: for fiscal year 2015-2016 Tibbits 

was busy 254 days with either performances or the rehearsals for those performances. 

There were 69 different events. The theatre was only dark four weeks—Christmas /New 

Years, one week in January for maintenance, Spring Break, and the end of September. 

The annual attendance was 30,566. 

 

The response I received when I shared these facts: ―Why don't we tell our community 

how successful you really are? ... 48 weeks out of 52 = 92% occupancy rate = great for 

any business.‖ So I’m sharing. Additionally, according to the Americans for the Arts 

Economic Calculator, based on our attendance, our annual spending and the size of 

community, our economic impact is $1.39 million annually. That number has grown by 

$300,000 over the past 10 years. 

 

We will continue to provide more arts and cultural opportunities for our community.  

We will continue to make Tibbits the place where memories are created. Tibbits Opera 

House is a landmark for our community. Tibbits’ programming positively impacts  

quality of life, education, and, as indicated by the numbers above, our local economy. 

We will continue restoring and improving the building and her programs. We will  

continue to make decisions for the long-term benefits of this organization.   

 

In short we will continue to be the best we can be. We will continue to be impactful! 

  

 

Christine Delaney 

Executive Director 

Executive Director's Report 
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Board of Directors and Staff     

2015-2016 Board of Directors and Staff     
 

J. Richard Colbeck* 

President 
 

Rick Merrill*   

Vice President 
 

Dylan Foster* 

Treasurer 
 

Laura Lutterbeck* 

Secretary 
 

Brian Hodson* 

Past President   
 

Chris Donbrock*  

Member-at-Large 
 

Polly Locke* 

Member-at-Large 
 

Mike Beckwith 

Doug Bloom 

David Coyle 

Jim Maynard 

Molly VanStone    
 

*Denotes Executive Committee 

 

 

2015-2016 Staff 

Christine Delaney - Executive Director 

Charles Burr - Artistic Director 

Larry Downs - Accounting Manager 

Tammy Apmann - Audience Outreach   

Amy Crabtree - Special Events/Development (starting April) 

Sarah Zimmer - (until April) 

Molly Long - Membership Director 

Pam Kasprzyk - Director of Volunteers  

Dave Brown - Facility Manager 

Brandon Apmann - Assistant Facility Manager 

Joan Spaulding - Building Assistant 
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Tibbits Endowment 

Tibbits Opera House Endowment (TOHE) receives and administers endowment funds used to 

support programming and maintenance for Tibbits Opera House. Separate from restoration   

endeavors, the endowment’s purpose is to ensure the long-term viability of the building and  

organization through endowed gifts. 

 

The Children’s Programming Fund within the TOHE demonstrates the strength of the endow-

ment and the power of ordinary gifts. Since first established in 2009, gifts to the fund ranging 

from $25 up to $1000 have amounted to over $13,000 while the growth through investments 

has grown the fund to over $18,000. 

  

Assistance from the TOHE this year helped with general maintenance and repair including an-

nual fire inspection of the building, fire extinguishers and sprinkler system, repairs of the eleva-

tor and boiler. Repair and maintenance of the stage house included repairs to the circuit board, 

new stage batons,  portable dimmer packs, and clear com packs and headsets for communica-

tion during a show. For the enjoyment of our audiences endowment funds purchased flowers for 

the garden and additional hearing devices and ear pieces. They also funded repairs to the ticket 

printer and the carpet steamer. Programming assistance was used for Summer Theatre. 

 

There were no major expenses for the TOHE; all administrative expenses were covered by the 

Tibbits Opera Foundation.  

 

TOHE was established by the Tibbits Opera Foundation board in July, 2003. It is a 501(c) 3  

organization separate from the Tibbits Opera Foundation. Members of the TOHE board include 

Jeff Dean (president), Tod Dally (vice president), Ken Delaney (secretary), Jim Gordon 

(treasurer), J. Richard Colbeck, Brian Hodson and Ray Sebastian. 
  

 
To date, funds within the endowment represent the gracious gifts of: 

 
  

 Harold J. "Dutch" Meier, M.D. Endowment Fund 
  

Gloria & Norman Hawk and Gretchen & Raymond Dresser 
 

Glen & Eileen Barnett Estate 
  

Dick Fitzgerald Memorial 
  

Marvin & Phyllis Rosenberg 
  

Endowment Fund for Children’s Programming 
  

Emma, Meredith and Madelynn Grife Fund - Children’s Programming  
  

Alex Lomik - Children’s Programming Memorial Fund 
  

Olga F. Wright - Children’s Programming Endowment Fund 
  
 

TOHE accepts gifts of cash, securities, real and personal property which a donor wishes to permanently 

endow. The board invests and manages these gifts for the benefit of Tibbits Opera House, its programs, 

and the arts in our community. Only a portion of the interest or earnings is distributed; the principal is 

preserved to provide a steady source of income. Persons interested in receiving more information on the 

endowment, planned giving or the restoration may contact Tibbits Opera House. Advisors are available 

to meet with donors about gifting options. 
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TIBBITS OPERA FOUNDATION AND ARTS COUNCIL, INC. 

Audited financials are available at the administrative office, 93 W. Chicago Street 

BALANCE SHEET – Operations 
      For Year Ended September 30, 2016  

ASSETS      

 Current Assets    

  Cash  $13,156  

  Accounts Receivable  $1,049  

  Total Current Assets   $14,205 

 Fixed Assets    

  Company House  $53,877  

  Vehicle  $15,940  

  Shop building  $52,220  

  Computer/Software  $18,940  

  Land  $12,100  

  Theater & Equipment  

$1,161,48
3  

   Total  
$1,314,56

0  

  Less Accumulated Depreciation  -$728,002  

   Un-Depreciated Cost   $586,558 

 Other Assets    

  Prepaid Expenses  $2,098  

   Total Other Assets   $2,098 

       

   TOTAL ASSETS   $602,861 

       

LIABILITIES & EQUITY    

 Current Liabilities    

  Accounts Payable  $27,022  

  Credit Cards  $7,444  

  Accrued Employee Benefits  $6,995  

  Deferred Membership  $45,417  

  Deferred Income  $8,257  

  Deferred Deposits  $2,255  

  Line of Credit - CB&T  $35,000  

  Line of Credit - PNC  $40,000  

   Total Current Liabilities   $172,390 

 Long Term Liabilities    

  Mortgage Loan  $93,216  

  Auto Loan  $9,114  

   Total Long Term Liabilities   $102,330 

       

   Total Liabilities   $274,720 

       

EQUITY      

  Retained Earnings  $402,785  

  Net Income/-Loss  -$74,644  

  Total Equity   $328,141 

       

  TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   $602,861 
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TIBBITS OPERA FOUNDATION AND ARTS COUNCIL, INC. 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES - Operations 

     For Year Ended September 30, 2016 

Audited financials are available at the administrative office, 93 W. Chicago Street 

REVENUE & OTHER SUPPORT    

 Contributions and Grants   $224,581 

  Grants  $65,419  

  Membership Dues  $100,727  

  Gifts, Memorials Trusts  $41,236  

  Misc.  $7,199  

  Donated Services  $10,000  

      

 Program Services   $239,414 

  Special Venues  $45,056  

  TST Revenue  $164,564  

  Young Audience/School Programming  $21,518  

  Concessions & Raffle Operations  $8,276  

      

      

 Fundraising   $91,345 

 Theater Rental   $38,296 

 Total   $593,636 

      

  Net Assets Released from Restrictions   $6,495 

 TOTAL REVENUE   $600,131 

      

EXPENSES    

 Program Services   $272,310 

  Summer theater  $202,063  

  Programming  $70,247  

      

 Supporting Services   $266,016 

  General Employees Payroll & Benefits  $197,695  

  Fundraising, Special Events  $27,672  

  Other G&A  $40,649  

      

 Opera House G&A   $60,779 

 Interest Expense   $13,632 

 TOTAL EXPENSES Before Depreciation   $612,737 

      

 Depreciation   $62,038 

 TOTAL EXPENSES   $674,775 

      

 Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets   -$74,644 
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TIBBITS OPERA FOUNDATION AND ARTS COUNCIL, INC. 

Audited financials are available at the administrative office, 93 W. Chicago Street 

BALANCE SHEET - RESTORATION CAMPAIGN 
For Year Ended September 30, 2016 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE & EXPENSES - RESTORATION CAMPAIGN  
For Year Ended September 30, 2016 

ASSETS       

 Current Assets Restricted     

   SMB Money Market 19,845.23    

   EJ Money Market 85.75    

 Total Current Assets Restricted   19,930.98  

         

   Other Current Assets (Sign Deposit)  1,549.00  

 Total Current Assets   21,479.98  

         

 Fixed Assets     

   Capitalized Phases 1,146,394.93    

   Construction in Progress 85,646.00    

   Computers/Software 668.33    

 Total Fixed Assets   1,232,709.26  

         

TOTAL ASSETS   1,254,189.24  

         

         

LIABILITIES & EQUITY     

   Current Liability (Feasibility Study) 7,500.00    

 Total Liabilities   7,500.00  

         

EQUITY       

   Retained Earnings 1,247,849.46    

   Net Income -1,160.22    

 Total Equity   1,246,689.24  

         

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   1,254,189.24  

REVENUE     

   SMB Dividend 4.63   

   Gifts & Pavers 22,149.00   

 TOTAL REVENUE        22,153.63  

        

 EXPENSES    

   SMB Service Charge 25.00   

   Grant Making Expense 788.85   

   Feasibility Study 22,500.00   

 TOTAL EXPENSES        23,313.85  

        

 INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS        (1,160.22) 
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Tibbits Opera House Endowment 

TOH ENDOWMENT BALANCE  SHEET 

As of December 31, 2016 

ASSETS    

 Current Assets   

  Edward Jones Money Market Savings  $   49,015.33  

  Edward Jones Stocks  $ 116,437.36  

 Book Value of Investments  $  165,452.69 

 Gain in Market Value  $    71,849.30 

     

TOTAL ASSETS   $ 237,301.99 

     

     . 

EQUITY Valuation Allowance   $   71,849.30 

  Permanently Restricted - General  $ 152,153.69  

  Permanently Restricted - Children’s Programming  $   13,299.00  

 Total Permanently Restricted   $ 165,452.69 

     

TOTAL EQUITY: Fair Market Value   $ 237,301.99 
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Summer Theatre 

Our 53rd season continued to combine long time favorites with 
newer Broadway offerings for our local audience. This mix of some-
thing old and something new has seemed to work for the last sev-
eral seasons, pleasing the two largest demographics of our core au-
dience. 
  
We began the season with the Pulitzer Prize winning comedy/drama 
Driving Miss Daisy. Oklahoma! was danced full out to everyone’s 
great enjoyment. The Addam’s Family proved to be the audience 
favorite of the musicals. Boeing-Boeing tickled the funny bone as 
only good farce can. 
  
Our 29th year of theatre for the young continued with a varied bill. It 
included The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Princess and the Pea and 
the new script The Plant That Ate Dirty Socks. We brought in Opus 
Mime for one weekend and concluded with Stevens Puppets pro-
duction of Aladdin. 
  
The total attendance (Mainstage and Popcorn together) was  up 
from the previous year with sales seeing an 11.5 percent increase.  
  
We once again had a grand mix of returning actors and many brand 
new faces—faces theatre goers will see more of in future seasons. 
Housing was at a premium, but we squeaked by for another year. 
Thank you to all our volunteers who opened their homes for our 
summer company. 
 
There were dark weeks between shows. For one of those weeks, the 
professional company mounted a musical revue which toured into 
two different restaurants. Response was very positive and we look 
forward to doing it again in 2017 
 

 

 

Charles Burr 

Artistic Director 

Tibbits Summer Theatre 
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Boeing-Boeing 

Oklahoma! 

Driving Miss Daisy 

Summer Theatre (con’t)  

Artists 

Artwork for the shows provided by: Susan Miller, Matt Biolchini, Aaron Garn. 

 Production photos by Mike Gorecki SPI Photo 

Marketing by GreenStreet Marketing & Design  

 

Grant Support 

Tibbits Summer Theatre was made possible through grant support from the  

Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and the National Endowment for the Arts. Popcorn Theatre was made 

possible through support from Dr. Ed Lake, Dr. Young Yoon and 

McDonald’s of Branch and Hillsdale Counties, White Pigeon, Centreville, Tekonsha and Marshall. 

The Addams Family, the 

    

2016 Tibbits Summer Theatre & Sponsors 
 

 

Driving Miss Daisy 

Vandervoort, Christ & Fisher, P.C. 

 

Oklahoma! 

Coldwater Board of Public Utilities 

 

The Addams Family, the Musical 

PNC Bank 

 

Boeing-Boeing 

Satek Winery 
 

  

Tibbits Popcorn Theatre 
Dr. Jon & Seibra Herbener 

 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 

Matthew C. Christopher, DDS, PC 

 

The Princess and the Pea 

Coldwater Exchange Club 

 

The Plant that Ate Dirty Socks 

Great Lakes Chiropractic 

 

Opus Mime 

Honor Credit Union 

 

Stevens Puppets’ Aladdin 

Edward Jones - 

Greg Bruder & Tracy Kelley 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 
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Daisy Werthan: Hoke?  

Hoke Colburn: Yes'm.  

Daisy Werthan: You're my best friend.  

Hoke Colburn: No, go on Miss Daisy.  

Daisy Werthan: No, really, you are...  

 [Takes Hoke's hand]  

Daisy Werthan: You are.  

Hoke Colburn: Yes'm.  

Driving Miss Daisy 

Curly: [singing] There's a bright golden haze 

on the meadow, there's a bright golden haze on 

the meadow. The corn is as high as a elephant's 

eye, and it looks like it's climbin' clear up to the 

sky. Oh, what a beautiful mornin', Oh, what a 

beautiful day! I got a beautiful feelin' every-

thing's goin' my way.  

Oklahoma! 

Gomez:  Have you met my daughter? 

This is Wednesday, the best thing that 

will ever happen to you... don't screw 

it up.  

The Addams Family, the Musical 

Bernard: I’m not going to get married. If you want to 

be technical I suppose you could say we are engaged. 

Yes. But we aren’t going to get married. Still if you 

have to get married, get married my way. You ought 

to try it! Not lots of wives…fiancées! You have all of 

the advantages of married life with none of the draw-

backs. Fiancées are much friendlier than wives. And 

you don’t need all that many. I do very well with 

three.  

Boeing-Boeing 

http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1532766
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0534286/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
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Rumours Always a Bridesmaid 

Tibbits Summer Theatre 

Behind the Scenes 

Alexander Munn,  

Properties Assistant 

Mark Abrahamson, 

Production Stage Manager 

Jessica Richardson, 

Props Master 

 

Daniel Tobias, 

Scene Designer 
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Entertainment Series  

The 2015-16 Entertainment Series offered a unique mix of 

entertainment genres. With the addition of the ―Plus‖ series 

aimed at bringing new forms of entertainment for a more 

varied audience, there was truly something for everyone. 
 

―Always a Bridesmaid‖ began the season in September to 

the delight of those who hadn’t had their fill of Summer 

Theatre!  This funny show featured six actresses including 

several long-time favorites of Tibbits’ audiences. The warm 

laughter was a good antidote to the fall chill in the air.  
 

The Fleetwood Mac tribute band ―Rumours‖ appeared in conjunction with the Coldwater 

IceFest in January. The band played to a sold out house and many danced the night away to the 

music of this bygone era. 
 

The 3rd annual Coldwater Comedy Fest was held in March fea-

turing headliner Andrew Norelli, Allen Trieu, featured comedian 

and Ben Wilke as emcee. Laughter was abundant and the audi-

ence for this event continues to grow each year. 
 

In April the Merling Trio presented an extraordinary classical  

concert on a Sunday afternoon. This piano, violin, and cello trio 

from Western Michigan University has played to audiences 

around the world and was a pleasure to hear in the beautiful 

acoustic setting of the Tibbits Opera House. 
 

In June we welcomed The Glenn Miller Orchestra making its 

fourth appearance at Tibbits. This very popular orchestra enter-

tained the audience with many well known hits. It was a performance of timeless quality. 

It's brand new as an addition to our regular entertainment series....  
 

The ―PLUS‖ series, offered  more programming options  aimed at new niche audiences and in-

cluded a couple of film events  around the holidays with limited attendance. In May ―Delilah 

DeWylde & The Lost Boys‖ hit the stage with a lively fusion of country, honky-tonk and rock-

abilly. The concert kicked off the Car show Swap Meet weekend. 

 

The very popular comedian Heywood Banks appeared in June.  Popular from the Bob and Tom 

Show as well as other comedy honors from across the states, the show offered a unique mix of 

comedy and craziness. 
 

Tibbits also put together a Music Festival held over 

the 4th of July weekend. It featured 18 different acts 

from individuals and duets to full bands. Many of the 

artists were from the local area. While the array of tal-

ent was diverse, the attendance for this first-time event 

was low. The holiday weekend also proved to be more 

of a deterrent than an asset. 
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Special Events  

Tibbits Opera House conducts many fundraising events throughout the year. Special events coupled 

with our annual membership drive is the lifeblood of the organization. Gifts from the private sector 

are becoming more and more important in helping Tibbits Opera House  

continue to provide quality entertainment throughout the region. 

Tibbits Annual Auction – Nov. 7, 2015 
  

The 36th Annual Auction ―In the Emerald City‖ grossed 

$77,619.00 with a net profit of $69,445.72.  To date, this 

is the highest grossing auction in Tibbits history!  Over 

300 guests experienced a real-life fairytale as the event 

took many down the yellow brick road to the Emerald 

City!  The TinMan, Cowardly Lion, Scarecrow, and 

Dorothy greeted guests as they ventured into Tibbits.  

Wicked witches offered beverages to guests as food was 

served by Branch Area Career Center Culinary Arts stu-

dents.  Guests had the opportunity to participate in a wizard’s wine pull and souvenir photo 

booth in between venturing farther to the treasures of the Emerald City in the silent and live 

auctions.  
 

A live auction giveaway game warmed up the audience before bidding. Darren Spieth and Dan 

Satow, owners of Spieth & Satow Auctioneers, entertained the audience for one fine night in 

the Emerald City.  High bids for the evening came on a complete orthodontic treatment donated 

by Dr. Baron Whateley, who offered a second to an alternate bidder.  Dinners donated by Kathy 

and Rick Merrill, and JR and Jennifer Colbeck also garnered high bid items with the donors of-

fering additional dinners for the benefit of other bidders and of course Tibbits. 
 

Over 600 items and services were donated to the auction, including a 1999 Pearl White Cadillac 

DeVille donated by longtime Tibbits supporter and patron, Mary Smith.  The Cadillac sold to 

the highest bidder for $6000 and contributed greatly to the auction profits. 

Golf Par-Tee! Twilight Double Header– August 19, 2016  
  

After the first Golf Par-Tee!, the golf committee agreed to add a daylight round to the night golf 

for this year’s event a Twilight Double Header. The event included a nine-hole round of eve-

ning golf, games, appetizers, a drink station, raffles, door prizes, and the popular night golf. 

Chemical Bank stepped up as the Main Event Sponsor. 
  

After battling a line of severe thunderstorms on August 12, the original date, the event was 

postponed and rescheduled for August 19. August 19 proved to be a great day with immense 

sunshine and warm temperatures. 
 

The event drew many new faces as well as some teams with a tradition of particpating. Thirteen 

teams participated in the night and evening golf outings. 

Over ten of the teams opted to play both rounds. Golfers had 

a great time and enjoyed the appetizers, keg and door prize 

selection. 
 

The gross revenue generated for this new event was $12,843 

with a net profit of approximately $8,500.  
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Attendance 

Date Presenter Event 
Total 

Attend. Children 

10/1/15-10/3/15 Tibbits Ent. Series  Always a Bridesmaid 289 2 

October 4, 2015 Tibbits Heritage Part 2- Arabic Calligraphy Workshop 9 0 

10/8/15-10/10/15 Br Co Comm Theatre Mousetrap 154 4 

October 11, 2015 Arab Am Society Cw AASC Language School Graduation 300 150 

10/16/15-10/18/15 TYA Rikki Rikki Tavi 684 363 

10/19/15-10/20/15 Br Co Comm Theatre BCCT Auditions 200 150 

October 30, 2015 Tibbits Osher Life-Long Learning Academy 24 0 

November 7, 2015 Tibbits Special Events Auction- In the Emerald City 350 4 

11/16/15-11/20/15 Tibbits Heritage Arab Cross Cultural Pres Service Clubs 400 0 

11/16/15-11/20/15 TYA/Heritage Arab Cross Cultural Pres Schools 1814 1754 

November 17, 2015 Tibbits Tours - Christ Centers Home Educators 60 0 

November 18, 2015 Tibbits Heritage Arab Cultural Event  200 100 

November 21, 2015 Tibbits Heritage Bus Trip to AANM & DIA  35 15 

November 24, 2015 CAMA Thanksgiving Service 150 30 

12/3/15-12/5/15 Quicy Drama Society Godspell 400 151 

12/10/15-12/12/15 Br Co Comm Theatre Snow Queen 1040 440 

December 15, 2015 St Charles Borromeo Christmas Pageant 425 100 

December 19, 2015 BC District Library Winter Fables 176 100 

December 19, 2015 Tibbits Ent. Plus Series Unconventional Christmas Double Feature 9 0 

1/4/16-1/5/16 TYA Auditions 90 80 

January 9, 2016 Madmen Productions Final Stand MMA 400 20 

1/10/16-1/11/16 Br Co Comm Theatre Auditions 12 0 

January 16, 2016 Quincy Tip Up Festival Tip Up Queen Pageant  154 100 

January 16, 2016 Quincy Tip Up Festival Little Miss Tip Up Pageant 212 35 

January 25, 2016 TYA Wild Swan Threater - Strega Nona 560 546 

January 30, 2016 Tibbits Ent. Series  Rumours- Fleetwood Mac Tribute Band 495 5 

January 30, 2016 Tibbits IceFest Chili and Tours 150 50 

11/1/16-1/31/16 Arab Am Society Cw Arab Language School 792 720 

2/4/16-2/6/16 Coldwater High School The Little Mermaid 1283 526 

2/5/16-2/20/16 Quincy Drama Society Mary Poppins 1029 357 

February 19, 2016 Quincy Drama Society Mary Poppins - Jennings Elementary 499 484 

February 19, 2016 Quincy Drama Society Mary Poppins - Quincy Middle School 404 389 

2/25/16-2/27/16 Coldwater Rotary Rotary Lite 1147 532 

3/3/16-3/5/16 Br Co Comm Theatre Pickering Award 99 4 

March 12, 2016 Tibbits Ent. Series  Comedy Fest 284 20 

Mar 7-10,13-20, 2016 TYA Twinderella 813 246 

3/21/16-3/22/16 T-TAB Teen Talent Auditions 40 30 

March 30, 2016 TYA Magical Rain Theatreworks 540 516 

Mar 31-April 1, 2016 Br Co Comm Band Spring Concert 179 79 

April 13, 2016 TYA Wild Swan - Once Upon A Time  1031 920 

April 16, 2015 Tibbits Tours - Clemens Food Group 26 0 

April 17, 2016 Tibbits Ent. Series  Merling Trio 34 1 

4/29/16-4/30/16 Profound Impact Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde 130 10 

May 2, 2016 Justo Lamas Emir Sensini 350 340 

May 6, 2016 Tibbits Ent. Series  Delilah DeWylde 243 6 

May 7, 2016 T-TAB Teen Talent Show 200 80 

May 14, 2016 Tibbits Heritage Jewelry Empowering Women 40 20 

May 17, 2016 TYA Rosie Chapman, Storyteller 484 451 
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Attendance 

Summary 

31,937   Total Including Performers 

13,430   Total Children Served 

254   Days of Usage 

21   Community Events 

38   Tibbits Events 

6   Partnership Events 

5   Private Events 

70  Total Events 

Date Presenter Event 
Total 

Attend. Children 

5/21/16-5/22/16 Dance Factory 2 Legit 2 Quit 1127 209 

May 24, 2016 TYA Romeo & Juliet 438 400 

May 29, 2016 Kathy's School of Dance Dance 2016 250 50 

June 3, 2016 Tibbits Ent. Series  The Glenn Miller Orchestra 357 7 

June 4, 2016 Firebird Fine Arts Fine Arts Recital 134 35 

June 18, 2016 Tibbits Ent. Plus Series Heywood Banks 409 20 

June 18, 2016 Tibbits Strawberry Fest Tours 80 40 

6/16/16-6/25/16 Tibbits Summer Theatre Driving Miss Daisy 934 18 

June 27, 2016 T-TAB Teen Video Competition 30 20 

6/24/16-7/2/16 Tibbits Popcorn Theatre Emperor's New Clothes 533 440 

July 1, 2016 Tibbits Ent. Plus Series Tibbits Summer Music Festival 127 27 

7/7/16-7/16/16 Tibbits Summer Theatre Oklahoma! 1669 175 

7/8/16-7/16/16 Tibbits Popcorn Theatre Princess and the Pea 813 438 

7/19/16-7/20/16 Tibbits Summer Theatre Cabaret/Dinner Shows 61 61 

7/22/16-7/30/16 Tibbits Popcorn Theatre The Plant that Ate Dirty Socks 850 717 

7/28/16-8/6/16 Tibbits Summer Theatre The Addams Family, the Musical 1465 125 

8/5/16-8/6/16 Tibbits Popcorn Theatre Opus Mime 169 100 

8/11/16-8/20/16 Tibbits Summer Theatre Boeing - Boeing 938 13 

8/12/16-8/13/16 Tibbits Popcorn Theatre Steven's Puppets Aladdin 301 225 

8/25/16-8/26/16 TYA Auditions 90 80 

8/26/16-8/27/16 Profound Impact The Wizard of Oz 564 112 

August 31, 2016 T-TAB All-Nighter 18 18 

September 1, 2016 Tibbits Am Heritage Trails Tour 85 0 

September 6, 2016 TYA Auditions 90 80 

September 10, 2016 Aria Adam Saleh 300 50 

September 17, 2016 Tibbits Apple Festival Tours 134 10 

September 17, 2016 Smith Family Smith Memorial Concert 58 0 

September 19, 2016 Tibbits Boosters Booster Annual Meeting 23 0 

September 23, 2016 Tibbits Heritage AASLH conference presentation 40 0 

9/26/16-9/29/16 TYA Rehearsal 40 30 

   30566 13430 
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Tibbits Young Audiences 

 Touching youth with quality arts experiences 

and supporting and supplementing the arts 

education offered by the schools is the entire 

focus of Tibbits Young Audiences. 
 

Tibbits Young Audiences (TYA) produces two 

shows a year, a fall show and a spring musical 

under the direction of several qualified volun-

teers.  The productions provide the youth of the 

area with what is sometimes their only opportu-

nity to participate in a performance based activ-

ity.  They learn leadership, responsibility, team-

work and creativity all while having a lot of fun.  

They experience the satisfaction and pride in 

seeing their hard work and talent put on display and applauded.   
 

The spring musical was ―Twinderella‖ directed by Julia Littley with a cast and crew of 50 

young people.  The fall show this season was a fun blend of Dr. Seuss and Shakespeare in 

―Seusspeare:  Hamlet Hears a Who.‖  Thirty-two young people between fourth and eighth 

grades under the direction of Jayne Lillis presented this successful play.  Tirsha Odisher acted 

as the producer of both shows this season and she was assisted by many parents and volunteers.  
 

Every year Tibbits also partners with the schools to offer curriculum 

based events for the students of Branch County and sometimes the sur-

rounding area.  During the 2015-2016 school year we offered nine such 

events across all grade levels. We were able to serve approximately 5,216 

youths.    Thank you to Kiwanis for generously  sponsoring the TYA 

program and Asama Coldwater Manufacturing for sponsoring the 

school programming. 

From the production of Twinderella, 2016 

Altrusa International of Branch Co.                         

Boy Scout Troop 412   

Boys & Girls Club of Battle Creek  

Bronson Community Schools 

Branch County Fair   

Branch District Library 

Coldwater Area Chamber of Commerce 

Coldwater Christmas Parade 

Coldwater Community Schools 

 Jefferson School 

Coldwater Sunrise Rotary 

Franke Center for the Arts 

Free Methodist Church 

Comm. Health Center-Branch Co. 

 Annual Women’s Health Fest 

 Foundation Gala 

Jonesville Athletic Boosters 

Knights of Columbus #2900 

Kimball Camp Nature Center – YMCA 

Michigan Historic Preservation Network 

Safe Place 

St. Charles Borromeo School 

St. Joseph County Animal Rescue 

Union City Rotary 

WGUV Public Television 

WTVB 

Each year Tibbits Opera Foundation helps other organizations through the donation of tickets, gift 

items, props,  costumes, set pieces or sharing theatre advice and expertise. Following is a partial list 

of the organizations who benefited from Tibbits’ community service: 

Community Service 
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Tibbits Theatre And Beyond (T-TAB)  

Tibbits Theatre and Beyond (T-Tab) builds confidence and develops leadership skills for stu-

dents in grades 6-12 who are interested in being more involved with theatre at Tibbits. The 

group was very busy in 2015-16, helping build sets and working behind the scenes during TYA 

productions.  Tibbits Summer Theatre benefitted from T-Tabbers running spotlights and assist-

ing backstage for Popcorn Theatre.  The group also promoted Tibbits through face painting at 

community events and marching in the annual Halloween parade.  

 

Every spring, T-Tab produces the ―Spotlight on Teen Talent‖ competition including the crea-

tion of their own 10-minute variety act during the judges’ deliberation.  In 2016, the event drew 

over 300 attendees and 20 musical and dance acts.  

 

In June, T-Tabbers participated in a workshop by renowned mime artist, Michael Lee. Partici-

pants were taught how to use mime as a theatrical medium to act out stories through body mo-

tions, without the use of speech. T-Tabbers then used these skills to act out famous musicals for 

attendees of the Coldwater Art Walk.  

 

Tibbits received a Youth Advisory Council (YAC) grant from the Branch County Community 

Foundation to support a 10-Day Film Contest for Teens which was open to all teens in Branch 

County and coordinated by T-Tab.  The program attracted 26 participants who worked in teams 

to write, record, and edit short films based on random sets of criteria given out at the start of the 

contest. A public screening of the films was held at the theatre where a panel of judges gave 

awards in a number of categories.  

 

A second ―all-nighter‖ was held at the opera house for members of T-Tab. The event included 

pizza, movies, and a scavenger hunt that required a deep knowledge of the theatre and its      

history.     

2015- 2016 T-Tab members: Abrar Ahmed, Yasmen Alsuraimi, 

Gabriel Armstrong, Brenee Atkins, Mae Blansit, Helen Blansit, Ella 

Budd, Kaitlin Colyer,  Ben Fagen, Emily Fagen, Lexi Galliers, Alli-

son Harvey, Lydia Kaniewski, Michayla Lock, Allie Marshall, Emily 

McIndoe, Connor Michael, Linzy Jo Monks, Owen Needham, Mi-

chelle Noblit, Sarah Odom,  Jazmyne Sours, and Mary Tate. Tamara 

Apmann served as the 2015-2016 T-Tab coordinator. 

 

Tibbits Opera  

Foundation & Arts 

Council, Inc.  

received operational  

funding through a grant  

from the MCACA &  

the National Endowment 

for the Arts.  

A group edits their video for the film contest; Emily McIndoe helps paint sets. 



 

20 

In 2015 Tibbits Opera Foundation was awarded a $25,000 Heritage Grant from the Michigan 

Humanities Council (MHC). The grant supports projects that bring the authentic voices of cul-

tural identity groups to the foreground.  
 

Tibbits partnered with area schools, service organizations and the local 

Arab-American community to develop a series of presentations, work-

shops, and exhibits aimed at fostering conversations about the history 

and culture of the Arab American community. 
 

Tibbits partnered with the Arab American National Museum (AANM) 

to present a series of cross-cultural conversations with school groups 

and community organizations. The AANM introduced Coldwater stu-

dents in grades 3-12 to the culture of the Arab region including traditional music, history, and 

family life. Representatives from the AANM also made presentations to Coldwater Rotary 

Clubs, Altrusa, Exchange Club and Kiwanis and discussed Arab culture while correcting many 

common misconceptions.  
 

A public event featured traditional food, presentations by AANM staff and an exhibition of 

photographs from Tibbits’ SURA camp. A motor coach trip to the AANM and the Detroit Insti-

tute of Arts attracted a diverse group of participants both Arab and non-Arab. During the first 

half of the trip, participants toured the Detroit Institute of Arts including the newly revamped 

Ancient Middle East gallery.  The group also visited the AANM where participants were able to 

view the Coldwater SURA students’ works on display, explore history exhibits and enjoy a spe-

cial reception. 
 

Tibbits partnered with the Arab American Society of Coldwater’s Arabic Language School 

which held classes in the theatre. Approximately 60 children developed a strong connection to 

the opera house through this program. One student became so intrigued that she auditioned for 

the TYA production of ―Twinderella,‖ making her the first Arab-American girl from the Cold-

water community to take the stage at Tibbits. The theatre also hosted the Arabic Language 

School graduation which was attended by over 300 members of the Yemeni community.  
 

In April 2016, Tibbits hosted Marjorie Ransom for a lecture titled ―Jewelry Empowering 

Women: A Yemeni Story‖ followed by a reception and book signing. Her book, Silver Treas-

ures from the Land of Sheba: Regional Yemeni   

Jewelry. 
 

A second grant of $25,000 was awarded in June of 

2016 to continue work with Arab American commu-

nity.  A partnership between a new non-profit aimed 

at Yemeni women called Aira allowed Tibbits to 

continue cross cultural competency programs to de-

partments of the Branch Intermediate School Dis-

trict. These presentations started in September of 

2016 and continued into the next year.  Through the 

grant, Tibbits also provided traditional food at an 

Aira-sponsored event featuring Arab pop star, Adam 

Saleh. More than 300 Yemeni teens and parents at-

tended the event which was held in September.   

Heritage Grant Programs   

Droves of Yemeni teens came to Tibbits to see 

Yemen-born pop star, Adam Saleh perform.  
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Barton S. Tibbits Sponsor 

Membership 

 

One of the highlights of the annual Tibbits auction is the Barton S. Tibbits Sponsorship. 

The winning bidder receives his/her choice of seats for every performance  

at the theatre for the entire year.  
 

  2016   Norma Geishert, Betty Shank & Remus & Donna Rigg 

  2015   Norma Geishert, Betty Shank & Remus & Donna Rigg 

  2014   Ralph &  Carol Schafer  

  2012 - 2013  Norma Geishert  

     2002 - 2011   Ed & Norma Geishert (10 years) 

     2001   Ed Geishert 

  2000     Harold & Jane Schultz 

     1999     Dale & Judy Custer 

     1990 - 1998   Harold & Jane Schultz (9 years) 

    1989     Irv & Catherine Harris 

     1988    Ed & Sylvia Geishert 

     1986 - 1987   Richard & Marie Bettinger (2 years) 

While our locally produced summer theater gets rave reviews and our entertainment series 

keeps our patrons entertained all winter, a driving force behind the daily operations is our mem-

bers. Our members are comprised of business and industry, companies and leaders as well as 

individual members, all with a common interest: to keep Tibbits thriving in our community, of-

fering culturally diverse and fun programming. These are the supporters who understand that 

Tibbits is more than just their child’s play or a single concert. It’s about offering programming 

for all segments of our local and regional population, engaging audiences of all ages in a love 

for the arts and for a beautiful, historic building. 

 

Membership is the foundation of all that Tibbits does. We are very proud to have had the sup-

port of 34 corporate members and 382 individual members in 2016. Members receive special 

pricing on select Tibbits events, invitations to member events and on-going information about 

the exciting performances and happenings of the theatre. More importantly, these important 

supporters are members because they know they are helping us meet the expenses of this fine 

theatre, are enhancing children’s programming, and encouraging aspiring actors, musicians, 

dancers and artists who appear on the stage or display their talents in the gallery. 

 

Special thanks to all who supported Tibbits in 2016 and continue to do so for the benefit of our 

community. 

  

Caroline Christy, Membership Chairperson 

Georgann Reppert, Barbara Mullally, Laura Lutterbeck, Molly VanStone, Committee Members 

Molly Long, Membership Director 
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Our members are the foundation for this historic theatre. We thank each and every one of you for 

your generosity and support of the Tibbits Opera House. For more information on membership and 

its benefits, please call Tibbits at 517-278-6029 or visit our website, Tibbits.org  

Individual Members 

Individual contributors are 

recognized according  

to the following categories: 
 

Curtain Raiser  $1000  +  

Angel     $650 to $999 

Star      $450 to $649  

Benefactor     $250 to $449 

Friend       $100 to $249 

Donor     $40 to $99 

 

Curtain Raiser 
 

Anonymous 
Paul & Kathy Bair 
Ken & Becky Bible 
Douglas & Sharon Bloom 
Angela Briggs 
Bob & Barbara Brott 
Dr. Robert W. Browne 
Gonzie Cardenas 
Caroline Lowe Christy 
David & Carol Coyle 
F. Hal & Lillian Creal 
Dan & Judy Dobson 
M. Marie Bettinger - Emerson 
Ruth Fitzgerald 
Linda Galliers 
Char Lawson 
Elaine Moore 
Dr. Wallace & Candace Newkirk 
    In memory of Alice Edwards  
Curt & Ruth Proctor 
Ray & Bev Sebastian 
Jon & Twyla Slack 
Chuck & Bev Tippmann 
Don & Donnie Van Brackel 
Vena K. Wade 
 

Angel 
 

Christine & Ken Delaney 
Shana & David Grife 
Evelyn & Corbin Grimes 
Don & Leigh Ann Hicks 
Dr. Ruth Snyder Keefer & David 
Keefer 
Dick & Linda Knirk 
William Koester 
Tom & Polly Locke 
Kathy & Richard Merrill 

Georgann Reppert 
J. L. Shorno 
Eugene & Sharon Wallace 

 

Star 
Stan & Judy Bushouse 
Guy & Joyce Cobb 
Jeff & Teresa Dean 
Keith & Linda Gardner 
Jane Hurley 
Irv & Kathy Kontowsky 
John & Sharon Lindamood 
Dan & Carol Ludlow 
Mary Lukas 
Marv & Betty Malovey 
Kenneth & Marilyn Miller 
Kevin & Amy Paradine 
Stan Reeder 
Lucinda Sebald & Andy Van Doren 
Zon Shumway 
Karen & Stan Welch 
Terry & Bea Wilber 
Paul & Connie Winbigler 
 

Benefactor 
 

Lynn Bach 
Ron & Wilma Ball 
Susan Bercaw 
John & Sandra Bolton 
Byron & Alice Bond 
Ivan & Jan Boynton 
Loren & Sheryl Burlingame 
Vilma Carlson 
John & Helyn Castle 
Hon. Michael & Dorothy Cherry 
William & Sharon Chinery 
Don & Verla Cook 
Sarah Ferguson 
Gene & Louise Fry 
Erland & Janet Gleason 
Gerry & Fran Hage 
Michael & Beth Harding 
Karen Hargreave 
James Berton Harris 
Brian & Renee Hodson & Family 
Joyce Hubbs 
David & Suan Jarzynka 
Judy Jenkins 
Bill Johnson 
Pam & Ralph Kasprzyk 
Wilma Lange 

Bill & Karen Malatinsky 
Harold & Diana Massey 
Kurt & Lisa Miller 
Joe & Natha Olds 
Mark & Janet Ott 
Michael & Diane Pridgeon 
John & Kate Ranshaw 
Remus & Donna Rigg 
John & Joan Rohloff 
David & Del Rubley 
R. David & Shary Rumsey 
Roche Schulfer & Mary Beth Fisher 
Polly & Ben Schwendener 
Steve & Jenn Searls 
Marjorie & Janna Sebald 
Dzidra Shamuluas 
Robert & Valerie Shedd 
Larry & Mary Sielken 
Bernie & Becky Stankewicz 
Darlene & John Starr 
Stevens Family 
Jan Storrs 
Julie Stratos 
Norbert Strobel 
John & Lois Swanson 
Marisue Taylor 
David & Patricia Watson 
Russell & Jan Whitaker 
Delores White 
Warren Widener 
Ken & Lyne Wirtz 
Paul & Pat Woirol 
 

Friend 
 

Wade & Sue Adams 
Anonymous 
Bruce & Liz Andres 
Marylou Ansari 
Darrell & Virginia Avery 
John & Lynn Bachelor 
Peter & Marie Baldwin 
Carroll & Peg Barnes 
Jim & Carol Barnes 
William & Randi Barr 
Mike & Maggie Beckwith 
Ronald & Kay Bercaw 
Mike & Pam Bouwman 
Lee & Jean Brayton 
Reverend Paul & Judy Brisbane 
Trisha Brokus 
Harriet Burgess 
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Individual Members (con’t) 

Friend (cont.) 
Barak & Janet Burr 
Dick & Dorothy Burrows 
Donna Bohn Calissi 
Lorraine Clyne 
Teri Cohen 
James & Pamela Cole 
Michelle Colyer 
Michael & Diana Conant 
Christina Daoud 
Sheryl Dart 
Joanne Dean 
Pete & Becky DeKlein 
Carl & Brenda Demlow 
Pieter & Gail Doerr 
Kristen & Jay Dogan 
Nan Donay 
Chris & Dusti Donbrock 
Merle & Elizabeth Donbrock 
Charlie & Pat Doner 
Tom & Jo Ann Duff 
Tom & Heather Eldridge 
Ken & Judy Elliott 
Barbara Faulkner 
Jack & Kathy Ferguson 
James & Samantha Ferry 
Wava Gano 
Donna Gardner 
Greg & Marilyn Gemmill 
Julie Gibson 
Linda Goodale 
Jim & Barbara Gordon 
Monica & Bob Granger 
Bruce & Nancy Gregory 
Bruce & Kelly Gruner 
The Grupke Family 
Erlu Gute 
Mary Guthrie 
Marda & Bill Hamilton 
Terry & Jane Hamlin 
Mike & Rachel Hard 
Diane Harmon 
Elaine Hicks 
Ethel Hinkley 
Marianne Hodson 
Michael & Bonita Hoffner 
Audrey Hostetler 
Tracey Howard 
Nancy Hutchins 
Linda & Larry Ives 
Bing & Marilyn Johnson 
Jerry & Sherrie Jones 
Deanna Kehoe 
Wayne & Dorothy Kellogg 
Brian & Margaret Kidston 
Andrew Klein 

Jim & Jill Knaack 
Mark & Shawn Knaack 
Ken & Kathie Knight 
Dolores Leszczynski 
Chuck & Jayne Lillis 
David & Sally Lockwood 
Larry E. Long 
Robert & Margaret Loose 
Robert R. Love 
Dennis & Carole McCafferty 
Dollie McGough 
Dan J. McKenna 
Bart, Lynn & Allie Marshall 
Bob & Anne Marso 
Jerry & Kandy Martinson 
Lowell & Suzanne Maxson 
Jim & Chris Melton 
Paul & Nora Meredith 
Sherill & Bernie Metten 
Ben & Jacie Miller 
James & Marion Miller 
John & Tami Miller 
Ward Miller 
Bill Milnes  
William S. & Jean Milnes 
Thomas & Valerie Mitchell 
Kenny Morris 
Robert & Barbara Mullally 
Jean Nelson 
Darrell & Karen Nichols 
Kim & Brad Nichols 
Brian & Nancy Numemaker 
Virginia Oxenrider 
Donald & Sue Paarlberg 
Larry & Barb Parks 
Denise Parsell 
John & Maureen Petzko 
Martha Phillips & John Cayton 
Helen Pierce 
Patricia Pipe 
Gilbert & Mary Pohl 
Charles Pratscher 
Todd & Teri Price 
Grace Reynolds 
Dennis & Diane Riegel 
Jan & Bill Robinson 
Dan & Julie Rush 
Darene Sargent 
Ruth Scheidler 
Elaine Schultz 
James & Sue Scofield 
Selina Searing 
Thomas & Marilyn Shea 
Tom & Sharon Shenefield 
Richard & Joan Sherman 
Dr. & Mrs. William Shoemaker 

Claire Donner-Smeltzer 
Jim & Joanne Smith 
Rita Snyder 
Nancy Sprow 
Maynard & Nancy Stafford 
Michael & Nancy Stevens 
Dick & Jan Sutherland 
Henry & Allison Tyson 
Larry, Tami, Jake, Beth & Sabrina 
VanAuker 
Dianne VandenHout 
Lee & Molly VanStone 
Shirley Vice 
Tonia Vorce 
Don & Ann Vrablic 
Larry & Connie Waldron 
Joan Waterbury 
John & Ginny Watkins 
Martha Watson 
Margaret & Brent Weigle 
Lynn Wernet 
Jim & Virginia White 
Sally Whitten 
Brent & Ginny Wilber 
Jennifer Wingard 
Linda & Rob Woodhams 
Patricia A. Woods 
James & Tamara Wright 
Jo Ann Zabonick 
Dr. Julianna M. Zei 
Dick & Beverly Zeluff 
Eric & Christine Zuzga 

 

Donor 
 

Annette Widener Adams 
Nick & Jessie Bachler 
Ron & Deb Balowski 
Charles & Kathleen Bappert 
Corey & Alison Bassage 
Mel & Ann Boltz 
Carol Borden 
Dennis & Paula Brieske 
Jeff & Rhonda Budd 
Robert & Linda Burgett 
Kathy Burk 
Mary Byrne 
Kathy Cary 
Mark & Lisa Case 
Bruce & Beth Caswell 
Rebecca Cazier 
John M. Chase Jr. 
Sharon L. Clayman 
Doris Coay 
Alice Conrad 
Barb Contat 
Terry & Melodie Cornelius 
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Individual Members (cont.) 
 

Donated Goods & Services 

2015- 2016 
 

 

A Grand Occasion 

BACC Hospitality & Culinary Program 

Best Western Plus 

Beta Sigma Phi-Xi Alpha Beta  

 Bottom Dollar Surplus 

Angie Briggs 

City Glass 

Stephanie Colvin 

CVS 

Skip Davis 

Feature Photobooths, LLC 

Mike Gorecki, SPI Photo 

Graphics 3 

Corbin & Evelyn Grimes 

Diane Harmon 

Haylett RV 

Home City Ice Company 

 Joyce Hubbs 

Terry Hyland 

 Jodi Kellogg 

Leon Kriser 

Lynn Ladd 

Barbara Martinen 

Jeannie Milnes 

Jim Mollenkopf 

Jean Morrison 

Linda Moses 

Marilyn Ostrander 

Oriental Trading Post 

 Pebernat Electric 

Jackie Roach 

Cynthia Skutar 

Mike Stevens 

Nancy Stevens 

A.J. & Michelle Swift 

Howard & Lola Taylor 

Vena Wade 

WTVB— AM-1590, FM-95.5 

Donor (cont) 

Mike & Alice Crenshaw 
Dennis Cudahy 
Aaron Cummings 
Judy Custer 
Mary Deegan 
Randy & Patty DeGroot 
John & Deborah Dockweiler 
Gene & Shirley Easterday 
Martha Farber 
Don & Trish Farrand 
Catherine & John Fortman 
Betty Fox 
Robert & Joan Fox 
Ron & Irene Frambes 
Matt & Kristi Galliers 
Hans & Connie Geiger 
Dr. & Mrs. William Graham 
Polly Grimmer 
Sandy Haig 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Hanson 
Marjorie Harris 
Randall & Mary Kay Hazelbaker 
Bruce Helmer 
Johanna Hippensteel 
Donna Huntley 
John  & Maureen Hutchinson 
Richard Johnson 
Richard & Janet Johnson 
Ms. Kandice Kieliszewski 
Mike & Penny Kinter 
Doris Kehoe 
John, Rain & Eric Kemperman 
Rita & Terry Klavinski 
Michelle Bloom-Kreger 
Betty Kurtz 
Walton & Janet Lane 
Diane Langan 
Joe & Lisa Lopez 
Mike & Carole Loudenslager 
Larry Loviska 
Scott & Karen Lowder 
Jeff & Laura Lutterbeck 
Mr. & Mrs. James Mallow 
William & Gloria Messner 
Don & Karen Michael 
Susan & Nick Miller 
Jennifer & Matt Milligan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Moyer 
Linda Myers & Harry Marshall 
Jane Nastally 
Joel & Kristen Niedzwiecki & 
Family 
Mike & Ann Nowicki 
Bill & Tirsha Odisher 

William & Wendy O'Grady 
Mary Jo Ours 
Bill & Geri Post 
Darryl & Sherry Preston 
Larry Rich 
Tim Rooney 
Jim & Nancy Ruedebusch 
Duane & Vera Rufenacht 
Harry & Victoria Ruthrauff 
Dave & Janice Sattler 
Bob & Cathy Schaupp 
Barbara Schmidt 
Gerald & Janet Schoenle 
Kevin & Michelle Sheppard 
Della Smith 
Jim & Karen Sobeske 
Joe & Susie Sobeske 
Janene Sowles 
Jenni Leosh-Stahl 
David & Joann Stang 
Dave & Gretchen Stefanski 
Kellie Stroud 
Marla Stroud 
Dean Sullivan 
Jean Swart 
Shirley Tappenden 
Deborah & Jerry Thenen 
Carol & Cork Tinervia 
Terry & Deb Tomlinson 
Paul Tower 
Amy & Brian VanZee 
Beverly Walton 
John & Nancy Wilhelm 
Tim & Deb Wilkinson 
John & Debra Wilson 
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Corporate Members 

Corporate Director 

 

Allstate Insurance – Brian Hodson 
Century Bank and Trust 

Southern Michigan Bank & Trust 
 

Corporate Angel 
 

B’s Shop & Fly - Ray & Fran Bregger 
Chemical Bank 

Parrish Excavating, Inc. 
The Stanton Foundation 

 

Corporate Star 

 

Altrusa International of Branch County 
Branch County Economic Growth Alliance 

Branch Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Coldwater Orthodontics/Dr. Whateley 

Dr. Bosco Chan, D.D.S. 
Coldwater Kiwanis Club 

Mc Donald’s - Jim & Laura Maynard 
 

 

Corporate Benefactor 

 

Coldwater Area Chamber of Commerce 
Dr. Matthew Christopher, D.D.S. 

G & W Display Fixtures, Inc. 
Hilliard Lyons - Tod Dally 

Kellogg Community College 
Kiess Jewelry 

Marble Lake Resort & Marina 
Phil’s Driving School, LLC 

Taylor’s Stationers 
Xi Alpha Beta - Beta Sigma Phi 

 

Corporate Friend 
 

Calicos & Collectibles 
Coldwater Country Conference &  

Visitor’s Bureau 
Dance Factory 

 

Corporate Partner 

 

Asama Coldwater Manufacturing, Inc. 
Bobilya Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep 
Caroline P. Lowe, CPA, PLC 

Coldwater Lake Marina 
Dally Tire Company 

Taylor, Plant & Watkins PC 

 

We recognize our corporate contributors according to the following categories: 

 

   Corporate Partner  $2500 and above 

   Corporate Director             $1500 to $2499 

   Corporate Angel  $1000 to $1499 

   Corporate Star  $500 to $999 

   Corporate Benefactor $250 to $499 

   Corporate Friend  $249 and below 

Corporate members consist of local businesses and service clubs. They offer generous  

support to Tibbits and the arts. Please support them as a way of thanking them. We encourage all 

businesses and service clubs to become corporate members.   
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Tibbits Boosters continued another year of support for Tibbits Opera House and Arts Council 

with 268 active volunteers donating over 6000 volunteer hours. 
 

An important role of the Boosters is providing recognition for the 

volunteers. While it is hard to measure and recognize their true 

value, Boosters offers opportunities to thank them through the An-

nual Volunteer Reception, as well as an Ice Cream Social. We also 

recognize a volunteer each month for their service, and annually 

award a volunteer of the year. 
 

Linda Lintner was astonished to receive Volunteer of the Year in 

2016.  Our Volunteer Reception was held in April with the theme 

―TLC: Talent, Loyalty, Commitment.‖  We had over 80 volunteers 

attend.  We also began recognizing our ―understudy volunteers,‖ 

those under the age of 18, with pins for 50 hours of service. 
 

In addition to recognizing the 

volunteers, Boosters held two activities this past year. The 

Kids Art Rocks project recognizes Branch County students 

for their artwork. The creations are framed, exhibited and 

then leased to local businesses. A reception for the stu-

dents held during spring Art Walk brought over 120 people 

to Tibbits Art Gallery. This committee, chaired by Stan 

and Judy Bushouse does a wonderful job and will continue 

next year. 
 

Boosters also held a pirate event in the spring with more 

than a dozen different stations throughout the theatre for 

young pirates and their parents to participate in pirate ad-

ventures. This event was well liked and 

had over 200 in attendance. 

 

The Booster organization and its leadership the Booster Board continue to 

grow and evolve. This fall as the new fiscal year began we started a strategic 

plan and are continuing to work towards our goals. We are focusing on the 

volunteer committees and the best way to organize volunteers for the work 

Tibbits needs to achieve its goals. We are also focused on recruiting more 

volunteers to share in the joy of continuing to bring Tibbits to be the best 

volunteer organization in Branch County. 
 

 

Angela Washburn, President Tibbits Booster Board 

 

Tibbits Booster Board:  

Suzanne Fillmore, Treasurer; Diana Conant, Secretary; Diane Riegel, Past President; Jan Borer, 

Shirley Easterday, Marianne Hodson, Gail Russell, Darene Sargent, Marisue Taylor, Joan 

Waterbury; Pam Kasprzyk, Staff Liaison  

 Tibbits Boosters — Volunteers  

Linda Lintner receives  

Volunteer of the Year 

Volunteers of the Month 
 

October 2015 – Christine Lewis 

November 2015 – Vena Wade  

December 2015 – Vicki Manning 

January 2016 – Jody Lewis 

February 2016 – Beth Harvey 

March 2016 – Barbara & Richard 

  Hantz 

June 2016 – Pat Woirol 

July 2016 – Nancy Sprow 

August 2016 – Maggie Beckwith 

September 2016 – Joan  

  Waterbury  
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Volunteers  

Volunteers donated 6,625.75 hours to Tibbits Opera House during the 2015- 2016 fiscal year. 

There were 266 active volunteers. The monetary value of these donated hours equals, 

$152392.25. We thank each and every volunteer for being a vital part of the success of the Tib-

bits organization. Only hours submitted by volunteers themselves are tracked and recorded.  

Shaima Abdullah 
Saif Ahmed 
Abrar Ahmed 
Salwa Alsuraimi  
Paula Adams  
Kelly Aker  
Greg Andrews  
Tony Ankner  
Brandon Apmann  
Tamara Apmann  
Gabriela Armstrong  
Jeanne A. Asher  
Brenee Atkins  
Virginia Avery  
Donita Bahlman  
Kathryn Bair  
Robert Ball  
James W. Barnes  
Carol Bavin 
Maggie Beckwith  
Michael Beckwith  
Jacki Bilsborrow  
Jim Bilsborrow  
Jean Blakely  
Cheryl Blansit  
Helen Blansit  
Naomi Blansit  
Doug Bloom  
Ann Boltz  
Mel Boltz  
Jan Borer  
Jim Borer  
Sally Brayton  
Anna Brockway  
Barbara  Brott  
Ella Budd  
Rhonda Budd  
Stephanie Burdick  
Judith Bushouse  
Stanley Bushouse  
Adam Cappella  
Jennifer Clark  
Jennifer  Colbeck  
JR Colbeck  
Sunny Cole  
Kaitlyn Colyer  
Michelle Colyer  
Diana Conant  
Jill Cook  
Judy Cook  
Tessie Cooper  

Jesse Cornwell  
Lisa Cornwell  
Carol Coyle  
David Coyle  
Amy Crabtree  
Chris Crabtree  
Judy Custer  
Clair Dean  
Betty Dearing  
Christine Delaney  
Ken Delaney  
Sean Delaney  
Teri Dobson  
Christopher Donbrock  
Dusti Donbrock  
Larry Downs  
Shirley Easterday  
Rachel Everline  
Coldwater Exchange Club 
Amy Fenner  
Brody Fillmore  
Margaret Fillmore  
Suzanne Fillmore  
Debra Forrister  
Dylan Foster  
Pat Furney  
Rick Furney  
Kristi Galliers  
Lexi Galliers  
Matt Galliers  
Wava Gano  
Keith Gardner  
Linda Kay Gardner  
Stacy Gilbert  
Jean Goodwin  
Cathy Gordon  
Daniel Gordon  
Tiffany Gordon  
Sue Greenamyer  
Sue Greenhoe  
Emma Grife  
Barby Griffith  
Karen Griffith  
Stacy Guertler  
Bekah Hampton  
Kerry C. Hamrick  
Barbara Hantz  
Richard  Hantz  
Alison Harvey  
Barbara Harvey  
Beth Harvey  

Randall Hazelbaker  
Rick Hess  
Mark L. Heydlauff  
Brian Hodson  
Carol Hodson  
Marianne Hodson  
Dorla L. Horkey  
Audrey Hostetler  
Terry Hyland  
Penny Ireland  
Lane Ish  
Linda Ives  
Patricia Jackson  
Cindy James  
Debbie Jersey  
Sylvia Johns  
Janet Johnson  
Jackie Jonsson  
Andy Karr  
Pat Karr  
Pam Kasprzyk  
Ralph Kasprzyk  
Jodi Kellogg  
Kathryn Kiehnau  
Zach Kiehnau  
Lisa Kirk  
Carol Kirkpatrick  
Sarah Koch  
Leon Kriser 
Debbie Landis  
Melissa Lee  
Vicki Legg  
Abby Lehman  
Annie Lehman  
Jeffrey Lehman  
Marlene Lehman  
Christine Lewis  
Jody Lewis  
Jack Lintner  
Linda Lintner  
Julia Littley  
Steven Littley  
Jo Ann Lloyd  
Michayla Lock  
Polly Locke  
Tom Locke  
Molly Long  
Peggie Long  
Caroline Lowe  Christy  
Laura Lutterbeck  
Jacqui Lyon  

Nancy Mahle  
Betty Malovey  
Carol Malovey  
Marvin Malovey  
Vicki Manning  
Jim Maynard  
Cheryl McClellan  
Val Medendorp  
Richard Merrill  
Connor Michael  
Lorrie Miller  
Bill Milnes  
Kathy Miner  
Valerie Mitchell  
Susan Mitoska  
Linzy Monks  
Betsy Susan Morgan  
Pat Morrill  
Ken Morris  
Jean Morrison 
Antar Nasser  
Candace L. Newkirk  
Wallace A. Newkirk  
Rhonda Noble  
Michelle Noblit  
Sarah Noblit  
Richard  Nohr  
Tammy Nohr  
JoEllen O'Keefe  
Odds N Ends 4-H Club  
Bill Odisher  
Tirsha L. Odisher  
Curtis S . Odom  
Laura Odom  
Sarah Grace Odom  
Larry Ostrander  
Jeff Paarlberg  
Jessie Pickell  
MacKenzie Pickell  
Steve Pickell  
Raeanne Renner  
Vera Renshaw  
Dennis Riegel  
Diane Riegel  
Kay Riegel  
Rox Ann Ringer  
Robert Robbins  
Brad Rockey  
Laurie Rosenberg  
Marvin Rosenberg  
Kara Rowe  
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Caitlyn Russell  
Chris Russell  
Gail Russell  
Victoria Ruthrauff  
Judith Sanders  
Darene Sargent  
Samantha Satow  
Ruth Scheidler  
Raymond R. Sebastian  
Kes Shimizu  
Shannon Shimizu  
Jon Slack  
Twyla Slack  
Dee Smith  
Keli Smith  
Megan Smith  
Rob Smith  
Glenn Snapp  
Brande Sours  
Judy Sours  
Clarissa Spaulding  
Joan Spaulding  
Olivia Spaulding  
Arlene Spodeck  
Nancy J. Sprow  
Mary Gail Stevens  
Kristie Stewart  
Julie Stratos  
Norbert P. Strobel  
Cherie Struble  
Lou Stuckey  
Mary Tate  
Marisue Taylor  
Deborah Thenen  
Michelle Tice  
Sandra M. Tistle  
Zane Tucker  
Anna Turner  
Sandy Turner  
Molly VanStone  
Amy VanZee  
Anna-Marie Vorce  
Sonya Vorce  
Vena Wade  
Karen Walker  
Eugene Wallace  
Sharon Wallace  
Dean Walrack  
Lloyd Walrack  
Sheila J. Walrack  
Debra Warner  
Angela Washburn  
Cheryl Washburn  
Erin Washburn  
Ken Washburn  
Joan Waterbury  

Boosters Ice Cream Social 

Volunteers work at the annual golf outing. 

Baron Whateley  
Q. Terry Wilber  
Kitty Wilcox  
David Winn  
Pat Woirol  
Paul Woirol  
Bob Wymer  
Mary Wymer  
Monica Wyss  
Dorothy Young  
Sarah Zimmer  

Volunteers (con’t)  

Bill and Tirsha Odisher bartend for the 

annual auction. 

Booster Reception 
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Memorials  

Bob Welke 

    (July 22, 1934 - January 16, 2016) 

On any great project there are people in the background who quietly do 

things, say the right thing to the right person, open a door, or make a sug-

gestion, or make some gesture which can be easily missed. When we look 

at Tibbits Opera House and marvel at its beautiful restoration, please 

know there was an individual, who in a quiet, unsung way helped the 

dominos fall into place. That gentleman was Bob Welke. 

Few people know the impact he made because he didn’t want recognition. 

When called and thanked he brushed off his involvement as ―nothing.‖ It 

was far from nothing. In 2008, the City of Coldwater on behalf of the Tib-

bits Opera House submitted a grant through the Michigan Department of 

Transportation to the National Scenic Byways Program. It included a let-

ter of support from Retired MDOT Director, Robert A. Welke. I later learned he also made 

phone calls and brought the project to the attention of some key individuals in the review proc-

ess. The grant for $500,000 was awarded and was the impetus for additional donations and the 

restoration of the Tibbits’ 1882 façade. 

Who knows how the façade restoration would have played out minus Bob Welke’s careful at-

tention. Tibbits will be forever grateful for his quiet way of making things happen. 

 

Stanley Reeder 

  (March 16, 1939 - January 13, 2016) 

Stan Reeder was a supporter of Tibbits for many years. His is a story of quiet, continuous sup-

port, as a member and as an attendee. His is also a story of the power of planned giving. In his 

estate planning he remembered his community. He remembered the organizations that were 

dear to him. His final gift was a wonderful blessing to the several organizations in Coldwater 

including Tibbits Theatre.  

 

Judy Latchaw 

(December 18, 1939 - September 22, 2016)   

Tibbits lost one of its long-time employees this past year. Judy retired from Tibbits in 2014 af-

ter 13 years serving as accounting manager. She helped the theatre through the process of com-

puterizing the accounting. While the worlds of theatre and non profits were new to her, she 

dove in with determination and played an active role as we grew and  stabilized the organiza-

tion.   
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**New in 2015-2016   
 

Russell Aker 
Lou Anchill 
Kathryn Anderson 
Dorothy Atchinson 
Emily Alexander 
Robin Aughenbaugh  
M.G. Bailey 
Donna Baker 
Mary Barnes 
Richard Bettinger 
Richard F. Biringer 
Gaye Bloom 
Margaret Bobier 
Jon Bodolay 
Phyllis Bodolay 
Joseph Bonfiglio 
Phyllis Bogart 
William Bopp 
Oscar Brooks 
Kenneth Brown 
Francis Carr 
Morene Carr 
Christine Colbeck 
Sam Cole 
Clyde Connell 
Patricia Cudahay 
Dorothy Culy 
Donahue Davidson 
Duke Davidson 
Orus W. Davis 

John Dean 
Elmer Dobson 
R. Ella Downes 
Ruth Fiske 
Dr. Richard Fitzgerald 
Florene Fuhrman 
John S. Furry 
Dawn Gallup 
Sylvia Geishert 
Stanley Godfrey 
Mary Good 
William Good 
Brian Hargreave 
Bud Harvey 
Margaret Hayes 
Paul Herman 
Phyllis Herman 
Phyllis Hickey 
Eloise Holben 
Noah Hortsch 
Doris Houghton 
Elmer Houghton 
Bill Hyska 
Freda Mae Johnson  
Donald Kehoe 
Franz Keller 
Wilma Kennedy 
Clyde Kibiloski 
Wendell Kindberg 
Rae Kleindinst 
Jan Koss 
Jim Koss 

Charles Lange 
Helen LaVelle 
**Judy Latchaw 
Robert Lees 
Dorothy Legg 
Louis E. Legg Jr. 
Ruth Lockwood 
Dr. Fredrick Lohse 
Ernest Luce 
Victor Lukas 
Elaine G. Marion 
Dorothy Mason 
Raymond Mast 
Dr. Harold (Dutch) Meier 
Nadine McPherson  
John Milnes 
Marguerite Milnes 
Bertha Molby 
Norma Moss 
Florence Murphy 
Marlin Musselman 
Robert Nagle 
Thomas Normandin 
Al Obed 
Lieucelle Oder 
Adelaide Olsen 
Roy Olsen 
Haig Petrosoff 
Ilda Philips 
Robert J. Pickering 
Donald Reppert 
Lyman Robinson 

Flora Root 
Belle Rosener-Kapp 
Helen Russell 
Michael Sherman 
Louise Shorno 
Mary Sobeske  
James Spaulding 
Blanche Spross 
Peggy Steel 
Carolyn Stewart  
Barbara Strobel 
Margaret J. Stokes 
Peggy Suever 
Clara Tall 
Howard & Marian Teeter 
Mary Towns 
Hugh H. Tyler 
Dennis R. & Estelle Vanes 
Treva Vore 
Ruth and Bill Wakeman 
John H. Walker 
David West 
Charles Westendarp 
Hazel Widener 
Karen Williams 
Katheleen Winemiller 
Jack Wright 
Joan Wright 
Jack Youngquist 
Donna Youtsey  
Kas & Ruth Zeck 
Susan Zeck 

Memorials  
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Restoration Report 

Further restoration of the historic Opera House remains a priority for the Tibbits Board of 

Directors. The award-winning restoration of the exquisite 

exterior, continues to demonstrate the value of preserving our 

architectural heritage. There is still much to do. 
 

A successful project demands a great deal of study and 

planning to assure its success. The issues ahead for the 

building are complicated. Planning continues in order to create 

a project to meet critical priorities like electrical, heating and 

cooling priorities with the most efficient systems, while also 

addressing the audience needs and doing so in the least 

invasive manner, in the most economical way.  
 

We continue to make progress on smaller projects. Through the 

F. Harold and Lillian Creal Fund at the Branch County 

Community Foundation an induction loop was installed 

providing exceptional hearing assistance to those who need it.  
 

Tibbits Opera House, reflects a rare vintage theatre with 

excellent natural acoustics, a treasure to many who appreciate the rare treat it offers. As we 

strive to complete our full restoration, we are challenged to find the balance between preserving 

the full experience of the building as it was originally intended—for truly live performances 

valued by many—while also meeting the needs of a community groomed by amplified 

experiences. All issues have two sides and we strive to find the balance.  

**New in 2015-2016 

James Adams 

Lou Anchill 

Lute Ansari 

Helen Balcom 

Walt Balcom 

Dick Biringer  

Margaret Bobier 

Jon Bodolay 

Phyllis Bodolay 

Scott Brayton 

Elmer C. Burk 

Ruth Burr 

**Sanford Burr 
Phillip Butterworth 

Rolph Carlisle 

Nat Cohen 

Keith Dart 

John T. Dean 

Patrick Delaney  

Eara Diamond 

Elmer Dobson 

Virginia Ewing 

Dorothy I. Fireovid 

Ruth Fiske 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Foster 

Mary V. Fowler 

Janet Fuller 

John S. Furry 

Dawn Gallup 

Ed Geishert, Sr. 

Stanley G. Godfrey 

Mary Good  

William Good 

Brian Hargreave 

William Hoff, Sr.  

Tom Harmon 

Elmer Hemker 

Bobb James  

James & Jan Koss 

Pat Kruszka  

Vic Kruszka 

Max Larsen 

Terri Losinski  

Victor Lukas 

Clem Malovey 

John Milnes 

Louise Loose &  

Elenore Murphy 

Daniel J. Mullally 

Barbara Norton 

David Norton 

June Norton 

Adelaide Olsen  

Jerry Perry  

Beverly Pomfret 

Al Provot 

Donald J. Reppert 

Carlton Rifenburg 

David Rifenburg 

Adaline Rifenburg 

Ruth Rigg  

Sarah Rosenberg 

Todd Rubley  

Rex Russell 

Ed Schulte  

Jean F. Seiberling 

Gina Massey &  

William Senker 

Restoration Campaign Memorial Donations 

Sidney Shackleton 

Louise Shorno 

Clyde Smeltzer 

Wade Smith  

Mary Sobeske  

Pat Stayner 

Barbara Strobel 

Jack Summitt 

Melissa Thorne 

John Toth 

Jerry Towns  

Hugh A. Tyler 

Annabelle Tyson 

Audrey Vaccaro  

Betty VanDyke 

Jim Wedge  

John H. Walker 

Charlotte Wasnich 

Dorothy Way 

Mildred L. "Millie" Willison 

Jo Wotta 

American Institute of Architects—

Michigan recognized Tibbits resto-

ration project for outstanding 

preservation.  Executive Director, 

Christine Delaney with Architect 

Tom Roberts.   
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Branch County Community Theatre 

Arts Alive  

Branch County Community Theatre continues in its efforts to sustain the theatrical arts in 

Branch County and once again anticipates a season of four shows under the contract that we 

have executed with the Tibbits Opera Foundation. During the past year, we believe that we have 

contributed not only artistically but also financially to the success of the theatre and hope that 

our continued relationship is as rewarding as it has been in the past.  

In addition to our shows, the community theatre and its membership have been a valuable asset 

to the foundation by serving in many capacities including volunteering for activities both on the 

stage and off and in general administration of the foundation.  

BCCT and its members continue to enjoy the opportunity to utilize the opera house, providing 

us a venue for the performing arts in Branch County. We look forward to many future years of 

partnerships and growth together.  

 

JR Colbeck  

President, Branch County Community Theatre 

Arts Alive hosted seven exhibits this season and sponsored two downtown 

Art Walks, all of which were enjoyed by the many patrons to Tibbits and 

the Coldwater area. 

Group showings by some of the very talented 

artists in our area were built around such themes 

as: Red & Rosy;  Live, Laugh, Love; Brilliantly 

Blue; Along Those Lines; Young and Wreck-

less; Yummy Yellow; and Flora & Fauna. 

Also appearing in the gallery were many bright, 

colorful works of art created by talented local children for the 

Booster’s annual fundraiser, Kids Art Rocks.  Every year these 

pieces, which have been selected by area art teachers, are framed, 

displayed and then placed in area businesses for one year.  After the 

year they are then returned to the students. 

Arts Alive and the Chamber of Commerce hosted the annual sum-

mer and fall Art Walk events.  Both local and regional artists were 

hosted by downtown businesses.  Shops and the four corners were 

filled with art of all genres, live music, dance, storytellers and hands 

on activities.  The ―Marketplace,‖ which was new last year, returned 

again this year. It again featured crafts and other artisan goods.   
Images from Art Walk  
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